The Never are too ambitious. However, Noah Smith and brothers Jonny and
Joah Tunnell have never seen that as a bad thing. Fueled by a ravenous disposi-
tion for creating adventurous pop music with audacious orchestral tendencies,
the band’s last album was an epic concept album that included a 50-page, fully
illustrated storybook. The band is now funneling all of that creative energy
straight into the songwriting for their follow-up album. Guitarist Noah Smith’s
soulful vocals soar over a patchwork of interesting musical textures created by
the multi-instrumentalist Tunnell Brothers who supply plenty of drums, bass,
organ, flute and two parts of the group’s gorgeous three-part harmonies.
However, the primary focus of the music is absolute allegiance to the power of
smart, intricately arranged pop songwriting. You might call The Never conven-
tialists from the future. You'll hear the classic pop influence of bands like The
Zombies and The Beach Boys, but it won’t sound familiar or traditional. The
band’s signature lush sound stems from humble origins - all three members
were home-schooled, bathed in barrels, had no indoor plumbing or electricity
and it was this upbringing that fostered an appreciation for nature that is taken
for granted. Drawing inspiration from these austere roots, the band promotes
responsible environmental awareness by touring in a bus running on biodiesel
as opposed to gasoline. They feel it is their obligation as a band who tours ex-
tensively to think of how it affects the rest of the world.

"There is so much spry vigor and untested wisdom in many of the things that Smith sings
on Antarctica”
-Daytrotter.com

"Confident, competent, and altogether charming."
-Delusions of Adequacy

"The blend of indie rock and chamber pop on The Never's concept album Antarctica is al-
ways grand but never grandiose: Every note is deployed in the interest of making the
melodies as unforgettable as possible."

-Brian Howe, Pitchfork Media

"There's something instantly endearing about a band that intentionally bucks trends. The
inherent bravery required to step apart from the pack can be irresistible, especially when
the music by the band in question is top-shelf quality."”

-Billboard

"[The Never] had their go at a concept album, and, not only do they nail the mark,
they’ve practically reinvented the idea."”
-Discorder
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07.10 Wilmington, NC
The Whiskey
07.11 Charleston, SC
The Pour House
07.12 Columbia, SC
New Brookland Tavern
07.13 Charlotte, NC
Snug Harbor
07.14 Athens, GA
Tasty World
07.15 Nashville, TN
The Basement
07.16 Bloomington, IN
Bear’s Place
07.17 Bowling Green, KY
Bread and Bagel
07.18 Kansas City, MO
Korruption
07.19 Manhattan, KS
Edesia’s Bakery
07.24 Des Moines, IA
Vaudeville Mews
07.30 Pittsburgh, PA
Shadow Lounge
07.31 Hamden, CT
The Space
08.01 Boston, MA
The Lily Pad
08.03 Philadelphia, PA
Millcreek Tavern
08.05 Norfolk, VA
The Boot
08.16 Carrboro, NC
The ArtsCenter
08.20 Greenville, NC
Spazzatorium
08.21 New Bern, NC
The Music Box
08.23 Pittsboro, NC
Carolina Brewery
08.24 Boone, NC
Black Cat
08.26 Thomas, WV
The Purple Fiddle
08.28 Fredericksburg, VA
The Loft
08.30 Greensboro, NC
The Blind Tiger



